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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


HAVING CONNECTION WITH THE ‘PRACTICE or HOLINESS. 


\ 


we eich rise high in God, we must be willing tu sink in 


“may seem like a contradiction i in terms, but it is nevertheless true, that there is no 


elevation 1 in true réligion higher than that of profound humility. He that would be 
the greatest must become the least. He who was equal with God, condescended to. 
become man. And it was the beloved Son of the Most that the feet 


of the disciples. 


j | XLVI | 

| It i 1s not by the mere number of our words and actions, that. we can most: eliotn. 
ally serve the cause of God and clorify. his name. It is ‘the temper in which they | 
are done, rather than the mere multiplication of them, which gives them power. 
It was the remark of a:good man, who had much experience as a minister of the 


\ 


gospel, that “we mar “Ae work of God by doing u in our own spirit.” | 


Many pérgoris seem ‘to be more ugheltous for strong than for right 


- emotions, It would perhaps be a fair representation of their state tosay the burdén 
of their prayer is, that their souls may be like ‘ the chariots of Amminadib ;”’ or that, 


like Paul, they may be caught up into the third heavens, They seem desirous, 
j -pethaps almost unconsciously to themselves, to experience or to do some { great/as 


well as some good thing. ‘Would it not be better for them, ina more chastened and 


humble temper. of mind, to, make it the burden and emphasis of their supplication, 
_ that they. may be meek, forbearing ,and forgiving 5 ; that they may have a willing- 
< ness to wash the disciples fect, aid have great love even ‘for their enemies; in a 
word, that. they may bear the 1 image of Christ, who: came not with observation, but | 
meek and lowly of heart ?”’ | 


Lt j is quite pon for a man to possess. evidence of sanctification, who i is tempo- 
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170 Guide to Christian Perfection, 


rarily destitute of joyful and rapturous emotions. But it is not possible for a man 
to possess such evidence, who is destitute of a living, operative, and effective con- 
~ science, On no part of our nature does sanctification work greater effects than on 
the conscience.) It may be said to give it an intensity and multiplicity of existence ; 


so that, like t flaming sword of the cherubims, it turns every way and guards the 
tree of life. | 


L. | | 
~The man who is troubled at great sins, particularly such as involve a degree of 
notoriety, but finds himself slightly affected and troubled in the commission of 
small or hidden ones, has but little claim to the grace of sanctification. One of the 
oh surest marks of saitetigestion ? is an increased sensitiveness to sin in all its degrees. 
‘I'he slightest sin is a source of unspeakable misery to the sanctified heart; and 
giyes the soul no rest, till itis washed out in overflowing tears of penitence. 


In a state of mere justification, it is often'and perhaps generally the case, that it 
requires a great menta! effort to turn our thoughts and affections from worldly 


objects, and to fix them promptly and firmly upon God. 
it is the reverse of this. 


\ 
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Inastate of sanctification, 
To a holy heart the difficult and painful effort is to turn 
away its thoughts and affections from the supreme object of its love, and to fix them, 
‘even duty authorizes it, objects of an 


pitts of the blessing of deholification by aiming at it, not being 
“aware of the artifices of. the adversary, in what may perhaps. be called an unsanc-— 
éhifed manner. Weare not to desire sanctification, which is probably the case with | 

: some, merely because it is an elevated and nsecrable state of soul, and in point of \ 
rank far above any other mortal condition, but because it is the only true and worthy 


“consummation of our moral and religious existence, and eens because it is the 
will of our Father, 


LULL. \ 
ala persons arg willing to be justified, because all are w ‘illing to be saved. But 


all are not willing to be sanctified, because all are not Ww ruling to renounce the please 


ures of the world, | 


A spirit of eatize obedience is one of the important characteristics of a sanctified 
state. Not obedience merely, but entire obedience. | fe v who obeys ‘in some things, 


but is fretful and rebellious in others, has not the reglity ; ; ; and ‘it can hardly he said 
that he has even the appearance of holiness. 


He that is to God, loves solitude. But it is solitude in relies rather | 
| than the absolute sense. res, he i is secluded from men, but while he is shut out. 
from the world he is shut up in God; and in the absence of pusine society, has the 
x far better gociety of, the infinite mnind, 
Little love, little. trust,” says Archbishop Leighton. ‘The converse of shin is 
equally true. If there of but little trust, there will be but little love. \If we 


believe the words of our heavenly Father with the. whole neath, at will be certain 
that we shall love him with the whole heart. 


-LVII. 
‘Sanctification consists in LOvE rather than in KNOWLEDGE. Nevertheless, it 
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Religious “Maxims. 


is a great and delichtful truth, that those who love much, shall know much. They 
shall be led to the very heights of knowledge. Love shall bring light. The Lode 
God himself will be theirteacher, 
How pleasant, how delightful is a a holy imagination! It instinctively refuses and 


throws away every thing that can defile. It is a sort of inner sanctuary; or per- | 


haps we may call it the bridal chamber of the soul, fitted up and adorned with every — 


thing pure in earth and beautilul in heaven. And God himself is the bright light 


aoe Let not your heave: be troubled. And in regard, to those tho the 


that they are sanctified in Christ Jesus, we may well inquire, why should their 
heart be troubled? Have they nota great protector? Must not the archers first. 
bit Him, whom thy soul loveth, before ‘they can hit thee? ‘ What can harm thee,” 

says archbishop Leighton, who spoke on these things from the fullness of his own 


pious spirit, “when all must first touch God, withys whom thou hast enclosed 
LX. 


Iti is a great art i in the Christian life, to LEARN To BE SILENT. Under oppositions, 

rebukes, injuries, STILL BE SILENT. It is better to say nothing, than to say it in an 

excited or angry manner, even if the: occasion should seem to justify a degree of 

yy V/ anger. By remaining silent, the mind is enabled to collect itself, and to call upon 

God in secret aspirations of prayer. And thus you will speak to the honor of your. 

holy profession, as well as to the of those ‘who have you, when 
speak | rom God. 


‘Tti 1S important “make a distinction bets een ‘sorrow and: impatience. We may 


feel sorrow without sin; but wecan never feel impatience without sin, Impatience _ | 


“always involves a. want of ‘submission ; aud he who |! is wanting in \ submission; even 
an the smallest degree, is before God, 4 | 


2 J 4 
/ | 4 \ 


LXIL. 
We may lay it own! asa principle i in the religious life, thate every thing is wrong, 
in regard to which we cannot ask the divine direction and blessing. ‘When we sin, 
| we wish, like our first parents, to hide ourselves from Him whom we have offended. 
But it is the nature of a pure heart, always to seek God. Its language is, in all 
the occurrences and duties of life My Father, wilt have-me to do?” 


LXIII. 
A Christian 1s ‘ompeativeles a citizen of heaven; but actually, and at the aa) 
time, he 1 isa citizen of the world. Remember this, and do not think so much of 
{| win is to be as to forget what is. We have a great work in the present life, and 
| - in the precise situation where God has phere us. Angels glorify God in heaven ; > 
must glorify him on the earth. foe 


‘Many profe ss religion; many, we may charitably hope, possess religion ; “bulk ew, | 


very few, if we may judve from appearances, are aiming with all their powers. at 
Wwerkedtion in religion, Nevertheless, itis only upon this last class, thatthe Saviour 
with unmingled approbation, In regan, all those who aim any thing 
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short of bearing his full image, veey be wage with hte that he is s wounded i in mm. 
_ house of his stiends, | 


“LXV. 

If a would walk perfectly before God, we must endeavor to do common things, 
such as are of every day’s occurrence, and of but small account in the eyes of the - 

world, in a perfect manner. Some persons are so mentally constituted, that they 

could more easily undergo the sufferings of martyrdom, than properly regulate and 

- control their feelings in their families during twenty-four hours. How dreadful is’ 

that delusion, which excuses itself in its imperfections, because in the providence — 

of God, it is not permitted to do or to suffer some great thing, Happy is he who 


» can do God's s will in the solitary place, and who can win the crown without pring 


+ Aw 

* 


It is a most dangerous mi take to suppose that we can compensate, by éxterior’ 
acts, however important they may be, for a want of interior devotion. .Men may 
- even minister at the altar, with all the oatware eloquence of a Massillon, and yet with 
hearts full of unbelief. A want of a right or perfect state of the outward action may 
expose us to the condemnation of'men ; but an imperfection of the inward or spiritual | 
action exposes us to the condemnation of God. If we ean please both God and, 
men, it is well; but above all things, let us not fail to please God, who, in opposition 
to the course which men usually take, regards the inward much more 
the mere outward development of it. 
If we fail on gaitable occasions to declare what. God has due for our souls, we 
‘shall be likely to offend our heavenly Father. But on the other hand, if we make ~ 
‘such declarations, Satan will be likely + be present and tempt us to spiritual pride. 
1 Happy. is the man who can relate and extol God’s gracious dealings with him, with 
such meekness and humility, as to furnish no entrance to evil. Ce 


| | For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


EXPERIENCE OF A LADY. | 
a | 
Thi is more than two. years since ‘my mind. became much interested 
in the subject of personal holiness—a subject to which, at that time, the 
attention of the religious community was particularly directed. I was 
entirely dissatisfied with the attainments | had made in relizion, and — 
fully aware that I was. not: living wholly for Christ—that there 
too much. conformity to the world, and too little of, the * fruits of the 
Spirit’? manifest in my life. My soul thirsted for holiness ,as the ** 
only means of usefulness or happiness, and I sought it earnestly in 
prayer. obtained at that time increased nearness to God and un- 
common peace of mind, which I enjoyed for several weeks—but it 
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Experience of a Lady. 173 


was not abiding. A few months after, at a religious meeting, I be-— 
came acquainted with the experience of some who professed ‘sanctifi- 
cation. Being myself of the Congregational order, the subject was in 
a great measure new to me. I was deeply affected with the state- 
ments made of their religious exercises, and felt that such a work of © 
ie as they described was just what I needed, and entirely beyond 

‘thing Thad experienced. [rom this time I became much 
whened to inform myself respecting the doctrine of “ Christian Per- 
fection,” and examined | the Scriptures and other books in reference | 
to it, having my heart much set on obtaining the victory over sin, if 
such were my privilege. I found much encouragement to enlarge = 


my desires, from the precious. promises of the Bible; ‘and determined» 


never to rest till I could appropriate to myself the language of Paul, 
“Tam crucified with Christ ; nevertheless I live; yet not J, ‘but 
Christ liveth in me,” &e. My huagerings after rizhteousness were 


ereatly increased, and also my hopes i In revard to it, by reading the — 


Memoir of J. B. Tay lor, As I contemplated his elevated piety and 
exalted joys, my whole, soul panted for like attainments; yet, not- — 
withstanding my efor is, I seemed for a while sé ‘nothing bettered, but ; 
After the lapse of several months, a vival among us, 
and my anxiety for advaneement in holiness. increased. I felt that [ 
was unprepared to labor for the conversion of others till my own soul 
should be set at liberty, and that my first duty was to myself.’ My 
mind became exceedingly burdened. I was convinced that I must — 
‘make a new and entire consecration of myself to God, yet shrunk 
~ from such a total surrender. I sometimes felt that if the Ton would — 


make some communication to my soul, as a pledge: that he was read 


to meet me, and would grant sufficient grace in case | entered into | 
such solemn covenant to be his, I could then venture to engage to | 
dive henceforth for him alone ; ; but, through weakness of faith, Tdared — 
not venture forward upon his naked promise. No such aid to my 
faith, however, was granted me. I saw that the surrender must. be 
unconditional, aba bebawie overwhelmed with the intensity of my 
-feelinys. In this state, having retired one evening for pray ery I de- 
liberately surveyed ihe whole subject of an entire consecration to) |. 
Christ—counted the cost, and laid the peculiar difficulties, which [I 
apprehended in my own case, before the Lord—and then, as I be- 
| lieve, by the help of God, surréddered my self to him without reserve, — 
to be for ever. Ldrose from prayer. relieved from the burden. 
which had oppressed me; but my mind, though calm and peaceful, 
was shrouded jn darkness, and scarce a ray of: light gleamed across. 
my path. Nearly the same state of mind continued through the suc- 
ceeding day ; yet I had reason to believe that God was with me, 


granting me unusual aid against temptation. ‘The next day there\was 
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a great increase of my peace. I found my faith much strencthened, 
4 and felt satisfied that God was with me of a truth, and that he had 
accepted the sacrifice which he had enabled me to make. The day 
following, which was Sabbath, the little rivulet of my peace had 
swelled to a river, and my heart was filled with the love of God. | 
~ had a delightful consciousness of his presence, and was so absorbed | 
in holy contemplation and communion with my Saviour, as scarcely 
to be sensible of what was passing around me. [ was remarkably 
assisted in every duty, and the hours glided sweetly by. ‘Thus my 
evidence of acceptance, and my joy in the Lord, increased daily. I 
had little disposition for food or sleep; and during the wakeful hours 
‘of night, quite unlike to my former experience, my mind was intensely 
occupied with devout meditation and prayer. — eae 
As weeks and months passed by, | discovered more and more the 
value of the blessing | had received.¢ I continued to enjoy a sweet 
serenity of soul, a calm submission to the will of God and trust in his 
fatherly care, (which shielded me from every thing like anxiety or 
_ disappointment,) an abiding sense of his presence, and access to, him 
and delightful as that of a child to a parent. found his yoke 
indeed easy and his burden light, beyond what I had ever uaderstood 
before ; and was taught by daily experience, that ‘ wisdom’s ways are 
_ ways of pleasantness and all her paths peace.” At two or three 
_ different times in my past life, (for | had been a professor of religion | 
thirteen years,) I had walked with God and enjoyed great peace of. 
mind for some days or perhaps weeks together; but had always-suf 
: _ fered much fear of soon losing the narrow path—which fear had in 
every instance been realized—but now, had such filial confidence in 
™ God, such love, as almost cast out fear. He seemed to me not likea 
hard master, watching for my halting, but a loving father, always 
ready to lend his aid, and better to me continual y than my expecta-, ‘ 
tions: and his goodness, so abundantly manifested, drew from my 
heart corresponding returns of love and gratitude to him, such as | 
never knew before. 1 felt that E could make any sacrifice for Ins. 
sake, and should “ rejoice to be counted worthy to suffer shame for 
his name.” I could cheerfully ‘renounce the world, and the good. 
opinion even of those whose esteem | had most highly valued, when 
it came in competition with my Saviour’s love. Iwas willing to — 
incur reproach and have my name cast out asevil; yea, to be counted | 
a fool, if necessary, for Christ’s sake—and delighted to pledge myself 
anew from day to day, to perform any service to which he should 
A It is now not far from a year since I received this creat blessing, 
and I feel that I can never sufficiently praise the Lord for what he — 
has done for me. I| have ever since abode under the shadow of the 
Almighty, and had constant experience of his faithfulness and loving 
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of a Lady. 175 
/ 
Kindness. Surely it is not a vain thing to serve God. Hestill vouch- 
‘safes to me his presence, and an abiding, blissful peace, which’ 1s 
indescribable. I have passed through some seasons of severe trial, 
being in great “ heaviness through manifold temptations ;” but at: such 
times I have been distinctly conscious of divine support: there has 
been a deep-seated tranquillity, whieh think bas never left me, and 
an unwavering confidence in the love of God, which has sometimes _ 
enabled me to bless and praise him, from. my inmost soul, for his deal- 
ings with me, even while his hand was heavy upon me. I could | 
4 adopt as never before, the beautiful language of the psalmist, VOY co 
art thou cast down, O my soul ? hope. thou in God, for Lshall yet : 
raise him.’ , recur with cratitude to the memorable day to which a 
I have efened. as the time “wheo my feet were taken from the miry 7 
clay and set upon a rock ; when I was enabled to present myself “a 
living sacrifice” to God, henceforth to be wholly devoted to his ser, 
_ vice. Since then, I think. I have felt continually that Lam not my | 
_own, and have sought to clorify God in my “ body and spint, which” 
are his.’ I have kept in view the direction, “ Whether ye eat or SE REEN 
drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God ;” and have felt _ 
that it is perfectly practicable, by the help of God, to obey this com- 
mand. Ihave loved daily to repeat my vows to be tlie Liord’s ; and 
my heart has responded to the words of thé psalmist, “‘ Whom have I : 
in heaven but thee? and there is none on earth that I desire beside...) & 
thee”? I have been led to seek the guidance of the Spirit in all my | Ste gee 
| concerns—temporal and spiritual—and have learned how sweet itis = 
“to cast all my care on him who careth for me. The most prominent - 
feature of my experience has been a cordial submission in all things to | 
the will of God; which, together with a clear perception of his over- 
ruling providence, even in the most minute events, has reconciled me 
to every situation, produced, at all times, that,contented mind 
‘which is “a continual feast.” I have often been surprised at the ye 
strength afforded me against temptation, and have sometimes felt that 
I had nothing to do but to “stand still and see the salvation of God. aS 
Since | have learned to look simply to Christ for grace, instead of 
depending in a great measure on my own efforts, I find it is very easy 
for him to work. “that in me which I had been vainly seeking for years, 
(though not aware at the time. of my -self-dependence,) to effect \ 
myself; and since his. cracious interpositions bring new evidence of 
his love and faithfulness, I do, with St. Paul, if' glory in my infirmities, \~ 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” . Itismy constant prayer, 
that | may grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ : for] havelearnedy 
more than ever before, that in him is all my salvation thatsheis 
overflowing fountain, and his fulness a mine of inexhaustible wealth to 
those that. believe in him. 
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In aly past years, there has been at times an aching void in my heart 


— which nothing on earth could fill; but since the date of my recent | 
experience, [ have not for a moment been conscious of that painful 


sense of want, but have ever found the promise verified, ‘‘ Whosoever 


drinketh of the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst ; but the 


water that I shall give him, shall be in him a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life.” 


While I thus recur with gratitude to the past, 1 would by no means 
rest in present attainments. It is the height of my ambition to press 


forward in the heavenly race—to get clearer views of the glory of the 
Saviour, and thereby be “ changed into the same image, from glory | 


to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
It may be that these professions may expose me to the charge of 


boasting; but could the accuser look, as God does, at the heart, [ 
_ think he would see his mistake ; boasting 1s excluded—by the law, 


not of works, but of faith. I-see this far more clearly than when I 


desire to bear some feeble testimony for Christ,that others may be 


\ 


It is in the hope that my humble testimony to the freeness of divine 


grace, bestowed on me, most unworthy, may be the means of en- 


couraging some poor, famishing soul to avail. himself of the fulness of | 
| Christ, that L make this communication. It is my sincere desire and 


fervent prayer that the eburch may arise and shine, clothed in. her. 


Redeemer’s righteousness, that the lives of its members may be, in 


all respects, consistent with their professions. Then will the crand 


obstacle to the progress of religion be removed, when all who profess ) 


to live under its influence, shall feel and exhibit its power; then, also, 


our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly 


wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have our conversation in the — 


was under the dominion of a legal spirit ; and so deep is my sense of 

obligation to rich, unmerited grace, that I can hardly conceive of 
being so misunderstood; It will be found, I think, that’ where man_ 
may: thus harshly, God sees only the promptings of duty, and a 


Induced to. drink at the same fountain, and secure for themselves a like. 
blessing. ~The poor, helpless orphan, that should tell to his compan- 
~ lonin misery the story of another’s generosity, who had supplied all 
his wants without money or price, and was ready to do the same for 
him, would hardly be accused of boasting. It would seem that grati- . 


“tude to his benefactor, and a benevolent desire for the Pappiyeee of . 
his friend, must prompt to such a course. 


will complaints of coldness and untruitfulness be exchanged. for the 
cheering words of the apostle, “ Our rejoicing IS this, the testimnony of 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIEN CE. TEMPTATION. 


‘Dear Bebe wen: Menarrr,—Such are the dangers the | 
‘Christian pilgrim in his homeward journey through this wilderness 
world, that he needs all the assistance which can ‘be obtained from — 


every possible source. A plain declaration of the way and means by 
which others have obtained and retained victory over sin and the 


devil, has done much good to many souls, in helping them onward in — 


their journey. I purpose briefly to tell you and others how I manage 
to shun the rocks and quicksands. I shall speak principally of my 


temptations. | - Sometimes after excessive labor in mind or body I be- | 
come in some measure Inactive, and do not feel all that devotion in 


my soul I do at other times, while engaged in the means of orace. 
~The devil at such times, with seeming interest, inquires, Where i 1S 
now the blessedness you lately spake of 2” Believing it, to be of the 
devil, (not knowing as I had grieved the Spirit,) 1 tell him at once, 


Lt ts.in my soul, bey ‘ond his power. But saith he, “If you were 


sanctified, you would always feel the same joy of soul and fervor of 


he never was a sanctified sinner, saved by the blood 


UF: Chiist j in an earth born state, | conclude that he is a har, and not 
"capable of instructing, nor disposed to lead the followers of Jesus in 

the way to heaven. “So [ resist him, and give myself afresh to Jesus, ~ 
and he sweetly assures me that I am his. My faith is sufficiently 


strong to believe that “ He is able to keep that which I have com~/- - 


mitted into his hands against that day.” a 
Sometimes after doing with my might what. my inde found to di 


In building up the \church in holiness, and for the conversion of pre- . 


cious souls from the bondage, of sin, the devil will whisper in my ear, 
saying, “ Now I suppose yo think you have done something pleasing — 


to God and injurious to me ?”? Suspicious of his object, I tell him a7 


hope Ihave. If not, I am resolved to try again, the Lord being my 


helper, my retired moments at night, while examining” 


my conduct during the past day, and i inquiring, c Have I done all for. 
God and the good. of souls ? the devil intimates sometimes, very softly — 


and with apparent approbation, that I have done well. Saith he, 


“The church are very well pleased with your labors. God cannot. 
but approve of your works. You ought to be favorably received and 
respectfully regarded ; unless. you are thus treated, they do not de- 

serve, and are not worthy of your labors.” But in this I see his. 


device.’ He is trying to get me to look at self and lose steht of the 


Saviour. I have learned that any thing, however pleasing in the 
appearance, full in the promise, or rich in the possession, whicl: has . 
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a direct or indirect tendency to turn me away from looking to the 
- Author and Finisher of my faith, is dangerous in the commencement, 
‘progress, and result. I then renew my act of entire consecration to 
Christ, and look for the fulfilment of the blessed promises. “ The 
Lord preserveth all them that love him;” and “ He preserveth the 
/ souls of his saints.” I believe that Christ, my Saviour, feels a deeper. 
- Interest for me than I feel for myself; and has, by his death, pur- 
_ chased grace sufficient for every exigence of mine, while in the world. 
Faith in my Saviour supplies me with all necessary grace, gives 
me victory over sin and Satan, keeps the fire of God’s love burning 
in my heart, so that Iam enabled to understand the Apostle John, 
where he says, “ But he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and 
that wicked one toucheth him not;’? and the meaning of the wise 
man, when he says, ‘The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the 
Tighteous runneth into it and is safe.” It is comforting to me to 
_ Feflect, in temptation’s darkest hour, that Jesus loves me, and feels an. _ 
Intense interest for my eternal welfare. I find this to be a sure anti- © 
. ‘dote for despondency. David says, “ Many are fhy thoughts which 
are to usward; they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee. How. 
precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God; how great is the sum of © 
~ When I have a work to perform for God, I think that Jesus knows _ 
all about it; and as he is interested for me, he surely will assist me. 
When I am tempted, I reflect: Jesus knows it, and knows what 
- Sore temptations mean, for he- hath felt the same. When the world 
frowns and fails to assist me, I remember the words of Jesus: “1 
have overcome the world ;” and consider him that endured such con- 
_tradiction of sinners against himself, and it gives me strength. Christ 
surely loves his own body, hisiown flesh and bones. ‘‘ For ye are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.’® Afflicted, 
tempted believer, consider, in all your conflicts, Christ has you in his: 
heart: he remembers you: he never forgets you, especially in your 
sorest conflicts. Glory to God for the gift of the Saviour. 
Nataan Rice. 


South Wellfleet, Dec., 1840. 


A brother in New York has kindly furnished us with the following letter for the 
Guide. Itis goodnews. | 
Philadelphia, Dec. 3, 1840. 
Dear Brorner IN Curist,—lIt is with feelings of great emotion 
that T attempt to address you this morning. My heart is so overpow- 
_ ered with love to Christ, it is almost impossible for me to give expres- 
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‘sion to my feelings. In will. endeavor, i in the srength of God, to 
declare forth in this epistle to you his marvellous doings for my sis] | 
since we last saw each other. How wonderful and mysterious, and 


yet how simple, are the ways of the Lord in his dealings with his 


children. How true it is, O Lord, that “ thy ways are not our ways, 


nor thy thoughts our thoughts.””. 4 desire, my dear brother, to ive 


you a short history of my case, that you may understand my state. 


more fully. I have been a professor of religion nearly five years, and 
have for a long portion of that time lived in spiritual gloom and dark- 


ness. My Whole Christian life seemed to be a round of duties which 


I had to perform. - Notwithstanding I had seasons in which my en- 


- joyment was-greater than at others, yet I lived in a partial discharge 


~ of my religious duties, more from conscience’ sake than from any real 
enjoyment in them. ‘But it was my delight to mingle ‘in the societ 
of Christians, and to have no fellowship with the ungodly. In short, 


_ [have ‘lived a professor of religion, walking all my “days as a Chris- 


under condemnation through unbelief, “and but hittle 
~ difference from this state while 1 lived. 


When my mind troubled me from reading some passages Pr, divine 
truth, and I was unable to feel its spirit, | have sought the experience 


of some Christian friends, and frequently found théir feelings corres- 


ponding with my own ; ~and then I would settle down satlee. the con- 


- viction that all was right with me, and that the bright and precious 
privileges, mentioned in God’s. word, are of that glowing character 


Ww hich are not to be attained in this lite. ‘Thus I have Heer walking 


‘amidst hope and fear up to Thursday or Friday of last week, the day J: 


on which [ received Mr. Fitch’s communication. 


And O! my dear brother, cannot: find lancuace to 
express. my g cratitude.to God ‘and to you for this b! essed book. It has 


been the instrament under God of causing me to know, by happy 
experience, what it is to have the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart; to’ know. that peace of mind that passeth all understanding ; 
that ] joy in the Holy Ghost, that faith which works by love that puri- 
fies the heart. and overcomes the world ; what it. as to be a new crea- 
ture in Christ ; to know there is therefore now no condemnation to 
~ them that are in Christ. Jegus,.who walk not after the flesh but after 
the spirit ; to hold sweet communion with God ; to have his recon- 
: ciling countenance resting upon me; to have a sweet confiding love 
in his promises, and to know his love. to be an everlasting love ; 
we can live in the sunshine of his love all the day long. 


‘Yes, my 


dear brother, it has given me to realize that all his. precious promises 4 
are yea and amen in Christ Jesus. My feelings 1 cannot describe; 
and L rejoice that I have not to. explain them to you, for you know 


them by happy and blessed experience, The day I received the 
pamphlet, commenced reading ; and as advanced, I found self 
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agitated with strange eaniai. I felt feelings of a new character, 
to which I was an entire stranger. Yet it was ‘all in such strict con- 
formity with the word of God that. my apprehensions increased. This - 
- state of mind led me immediately to prayer: 1 went upon my knees 
before God; and if I ever prayed before, I did then, that God would 
search my | heart, that he would cleanse me from all indwelling sin; 
that my unbelief might be put far away, and that I might be delivered 
from whatever yet. Temained in my heart that prevented me from 
enjoying the pure love of Christ in the soul; that I might be brought 
into the glorious liberty of the gospel ; that Christ might be made to 
-me the chief among ten thousand and altogether lovely ; ; that 1 might 
have a perfect deadness to the world, and be made alive unto right- 
eousness. ‘Thus I prayed and continued in prayer at repeated times, 
without having any definite answer to my prayers.. Yet I found creat 
liberty in pleading before God, different from what I had ever before 
- experiencefl, with a great increase of faith. ‘Thus I remained until | 
Sabbath morning dawned upon me, and with it the Lord appeared to 
~me. Qn that morning he did of a truth reveal himself to my waiting 
soul, and for the first time was I able to say, “ my Lord and my God, a 
! without the shadow of doubt, and without unbelief. O! I was made : 
indeed a new creature in Cl hrist Jesus ; I did indeed sit in heavenly 
laces in Christ Jesus, and my’soul rejoiced with joy that was “ un-— 
/speakable and full of glory.” O! if I hada thousand tongues I could © 
use them all in his praise. I have given you a brief outline of my 
‘experience. I have not the ability to describe my. feelings, but I oon 
know of a truth, my brother, that Christ is formed in my soul the aa 
hope of glory. O! fora holy living life and conversation ; through 
Christ we can do it. How good it is to speak one with anather on 
the way: it leads to edification. - Communicate my state to all our 
dear friends in the Lord. I wish to subscribe for the Guide. Please 
do it for me, and let me know the cost in your letter of instruction to. 
which [wait anxiously for. I would also willingly pay for a 
dozen copies such-as“you sent me for distribution. I consider it a 
great treasure. Brother H. has read it, and tells me he once had 
this love ; he does not now enjoy it, but knows the way ands deter- 
mined to seek it again. Mr. P. is now perusing it. Lam reading» 
Fletcher on Christian Perfection, and find it-a source of great conso- 
lation and instruction. | think the Lord is about visiting our church 
in great mercy. To-morrow is set apart as a day of fasting. Last, 
night | had a rich time in confessing my Lord before my brethren. 
‘The Lord makes his children speak out for him. I was overwhelmed 
with sensations which for some time prevented utterance ; but I bless 
the Lord it was with j joy and not with grief. I cannot write more at 
present. 
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For the Guide to ) Chr istian » Per fection. 


MEDITATIONS. 


God forbid th at ould. glory, sare in ihe. cross Our Lord Carist, by 


tohom ihe world ts crucified to me, and tie wor id. 


As Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ ereater ‘riches than’ all 
the treasures of E gsypt, so every true believer counts all other elory- 
ing void, but glorying in the cross. The cross of Jesus, the burden 
which he iniposes, is the crucifixion of sin and self; a dy’ ing to sin, 
that we may live to rightcousness. : Glorions Cross ; what riche sf 
what treasures centre in thee! What fullness ot meaning in the cross, 
“ for whosoever shall lose his life shall fad it.” By the cross is not 
only the death of sin, but the opening up of immortal life. Peace of 


soul, rest of spirit, cannot be found in the ways of sin; in the posses- 
sion of the world; but it is found in the cross of Christ, by which we 
become dead to sii dead to the world, and alive to God. Happy 1S 
he who has become dead to bimsclf;, who seeks not himself, but 
| Chuist ; Who ans aione to please Hin 0 all that he docs and says 3 


| 


who, ci around on all the aliurements of the world, can, 


| reject them as unhesitatingly as did eur Lord and saviour, our clori- 


“ous Leade O what a pattern do we fiid’im Jesus of” 
\ the world. Well may we glory to tread in the steps of Jesus, the, 


Lord from heaven. © our Pather, for the privilege of 
me Cot orinity to the life ! “hanks that we may olory, 


not in gold and silver, shining metals, which the fi re from heaven will (\ 
one day consuine as dross bat in the cross of Christ, by which we | 


gain a mectness, a preparation to enjoy, thy presence here, an 
assured hope! of a mere tul enjoy tice hereafter. | 


Seeing Jesus, 


Jesus, to thee, the Lord of elory, the of the world, I turn 
"mine eyes, The brieht beautics of earth fade aw ay, as I see thee. 
Thanks, O my FF ather, for trees and flowers, and running brooks, and | 
feat! sonysters thanks for the ocean, ercat and, wonderful, the 
ever living, moving water; thanks for the sun and moon and stars; | 


but. greater thanks, but higher praise, for Jesus, my Saviour. O 


| Jesus, thou art tue theme, the book, leaf after leaf of w lich shall be 


unfoldin:s through all eterni ty) eat my Khost’ aim to increase in 
knowledse at thee, and to. in conformity to thy likeness, 


“Thy elorious perfections, Jesus; are they to. be shadowed forth 


are we to reilect thine own, itness?. Yes, the glory given 


thee, thou hast given us. Shall I, then, loole to see Jesus > 


Yes, there look to find the shining ex scell NCC of Ins own nature. bis 
> ? 
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humility, his love, his purity, and never let me be satisfied with see- 

Ing aught else but Jesus inmy soul. | myself am a worm, an atom, 

once tossed on the wings of vanity and pride, paying homage to self, 

and rendering thee but. shadowy praise. But now T have seen thee, 
i abhor myself, I love only thee, l ey only to be changed 1 into thine — 

image. | 

“Tam the light of the world, 7 


There is a a glory j in the sun and moon = stars. Our: eyes love 
to behold nature lighted up by the bright beams of the sun ; nor is the 
scene less resplendent under the feebler light of the moon. But what 
are all the beauties of nature to a soul in ruins, and conscious of its ~ 
immortality ? Nature is beautiful, and my soul has often delighted 
itself in her beautiful objects ; but until the day dawned, and the day 
star arose in my heart; until 1 knew Jesus, the light of my soul, the 
restorer of my soul, I never. saw beauty, I knew. not glory. There 
is beauty in holiness which language fails to express. Jesus, the Sun _ 
of righteousness, shining into the heart, with healing in his beams, 
this is beauty, this is glory. Glory surpassing what eye hath seen, or 
ear heard, or the natural heart conceived. It is sweeter to drink in 
“one pure ray from God, one beam of holiness, than to enjoy a life 
! time of natural emotions from natural objects. 10. Jesus, thou art the” 
| light of the world, because the light of the soul, ‘the restorer of the- 
soul. Thine own pure image may be reflected from souls once all 
black by reason of sin. I hear a voice, coming from Jehovah the. 
Great | Am; in view of thy sacrifice it says, “ Now will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your idols, 
from all your filthiness, will I cleanse you.” me) may the eyes of the . 
whole church be turned to Jesus, and be turned within, looking for 
the fulfilment of this gracious promise. The blessing will come, it 
“will not tarry, when: the hand of faith shall grasp it with that unbend- - 
A ing energy which determines never to cease its hold until the blessing 
comes. 


“ Thy will, Oo God, not mine, be done.” 


Why, O Christian disciple, i is thy soul disquietA2) When the 
storm threatens, and the sea swells, why art thou so fearful? Hast _ 
thou submitted all to God f Is Jesus indeed the keeper of thy soul ? 
By a full surrender of thyself to him, hast thou engaged him to be 
thy Friend? Then does not his own hand direct the shaft that points — 
_ to ‘hy bosom; and can he not temper the wind to the shorn lamb ? 
QO, wert thou site unreservedly, the storm would soon become a calm, 
and the shaft rebound. It is thy unsubdued will that makes the little 
hill a mountain. Submit thy will, and the way is made smooth. 
Jesus going before thee, Jesus going with thee, and thou leaning on 
his bosom, knowing no will but his, thus maypst, thou tread in “the 
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j 


calm quiet of an even pathway. Yea, more ; thou wilt sometimes 
mount, and leaping up, thy spirit will take wings, and poise itself, 
gazing into heaven. Jesus will take thee to the Mount of Vision, 
and thou wilt tread with golden sandals where Moses and Elias are. 
O then sacrifice thy will, give up thyself, thy whole self to Jesus, and 
thou wilt have peace and 1 rest, and joy of spirit. In the stall, no less 


\ than in the great events of life, say, “ Thy will be done.” In the — 


storm and in the calm, in light or in darkness, let thy soul’s pulsation © 
beat, Thy will be done. In the depths of extreme anguish, of which ~ 


buyan heart can conceive,—when the heavy load of a world of 


sinners was laid upon the Son of God,—he se submissively, Thy 


will, not mine,-be done. L. U. 


the Guide to Christian Perfection. _ 


TO WHAT EXTENT IS A STATE OF ENTIRE SANCTIFI- 
CATION SINLESS ? 


Epiror think correct Views of Christian are im- 


portant in order to seek it successfully. And the means of instruc- 


tion upon this subject are abundant. We have the Bible, and the 


writings of Wesley, Fletcher, Mahan, and many others iho have en- — 
joyed the blessedness of this state in their own. souls, and described — 

it very clearly. And in view of the light shed upon this subject by 
God's word, the writings and experience of Christians, it seems that 
no one ‘need to err respecting it. But does not the opposition to 
Christian holiness from many who profess to be Christians, originate 


ina misapprehension of its nature? | am inclined to the opinion that 


the real difference among Christians upon the subject, is less than the . 


apparent difference ; and that when those who have not as yet em- ~ 


braced the doctrine of Christian, perfection come to understand the 


light in which it is viewed | ‘by those who have already embraced it, 
much, if not all, their opposition to it will cease. For who, that has i 


the spirit of Christ ; in his heart, can oppose the holiness which Christ 
taught and requires ? Many attach ideas to the terms, ‘ perfect,” 
and “perfection,” which those who. use these terms in speaking of 


Christian holiness, do not intend to.convey. And, perhaps, language 
has sometimes been used, in speaking of the doctrine and experience 


of holiness, which has hada tendency to mislead those who have 


had prejudices against it. And that prejudice has been confirmed by 


_ the supposition that those who believe this doctrine, believe and teach 


that it 1s our privilege to arrive at a state in this life which is abso- 
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Iutely sinless, Some, sincerely ro doubt, misapprehend the true doc- 


rine upon this point. Mr. Wesley says, “ It is certain ‘ there is no 


A condemnation to them that are in Christ j esus, —that believe in him, 
and in the power of that faith ‘walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Soirit?’ Yet'can they no more bear the justice of God now, than 
before they believed.. This pronounces them to. be still worthy of 


death. And it would Paes condemm them thereto, were it not 
for the atoning blood.” 


(‘ and forgive us our trespasses’) js still relevant to the entirely sancti- 


fied and the evangelicaliy perfect, since either the perfection of the 
. first man, nor that of angels, is in question, that is, a perfection meas- 
_wred. by the perfect law, which, | in its obligations, contemplates all 


os And Mr. Watson, speaking upon this subject, says, This petition | 


creatures as having sustained no injury by morat lapse, and admits, 


therefore, of no excuse fronY infirinities and: mistakes of judgment, nor 


of any dearee of obedience below that which beings, created naturally 
perfect, were capable of rendering. There may, however, be. an 
entire sanctification of a being rendered naturally weak and imperfi cd, 


and so liable to mistake and infirmity, as well as to defect, i cher 
degree of that absolute obedience and service which the law of God, 


never bent or lowered to human. weakness, demands from all.  Thesé 
defects, and mistakes, and infirmities, may be quite consistent with 


still naturally infirm and imperfect. e 
When a person, under the influence of she: Holy. Spirit, discovers 


justified, and at'the same time beholds the provision made by 


sufferings and death of Christ for the perfect cleansing of the heat’ | 
from all defilement, and by faith appropriates the great and precious © 
promises of God’s ‘word, whereby we are made partakers of the divine_ 

nature, to his own. soul; inward purity is obtained. And wile we 


rely by simple faith on the creat atonement, and aim in every thought, 
and word, and deed, to please and glorify God, purity of heart is 
retained ad enjoyed. But still there may be i duced infirmities and 


weaknesses, and defects, for which the perfect law of God, in the lan- 


euage of Wesley, would condemn the soul to death, were it not for 
the atoning blood. But as “ Christ is the end of. the Taw for righte- 
ousness to every one that believeth,” faith in his blood saves from sin, 
by which otherwise the soul would be defiled. When measured by 


In this sense no one 1s but. still ‘while we hive by faith 3 


rist, this faith saves from condemnation and impurity. ould w 
of ourselves fully keep God’s holy law, we should not ev ery moment 
need the merits of the death ‘of Christ ; but as we cannot in our pres-. 


ent state do this, provision has been made by the atonement, W hereby 


\ 


\ 


the entire sanctification of the soul, and the of a veg 


5 the imparity and corruption that still exists in the heart of one W ne: 1s / 


the perfect law of God, these defects must: be pronounced sins, (and | 
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Con fession of 


full deliverance from: all sin—may “he obtained | 


and held fast in this life. While, therefore, legal perfection is unat- 
tainable in this life, —— or Christian perfection is the privilege 


of every child of God. | 
And as your labors are devoted to the promotion of this precious 
work, may you be instrumental in guiding many of the people 


of God to the attainment and ds i of this heavenly treasure. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. See 


CONFESSION OF EXPERIENCE. 
\ 

Iti is with coliétalfoe that I oer the following for publication; but 
having been solicited by my friends to do so, I have at last consented. 
1 am fully aware of my utter inability to offer any thing that shall 
prove cither useful or instructive ; but, not knowing but a confession 
of my humble experience may prove, by the blessing of-God, a matter 


of encouragement to some of the youthful readers of your pages, ~ 


I briefly submit the same to you, aa “i published or not, at yout dis- 
cretion. 


When about sixteen years of ace, I trust that God, for Christ’s 
sake, forgave my sins. I neglected to connect myself with any 
church, until about a. year after ards; I then joined the M. E. 
Church. ‘The situation in which I was then placed was any thing 
but favorable to my advancement in the cause of piety. I was sur- 


rounded by youthful associates, who regarded not the things of re-_ 
ligion, and, although not openly vicious, were filled with, pride and | 


vanity. te is then rot much to be wondered at, that f soon declined 


into a state of coldness and inactivity. 1 offer this not as an apology, 


for young as I then was, I well knew, that let others do as they might, » 
it was my duty to live soberly and righteously. Some months after, 


I was baptized ; and this, 1 believe was the beginning of better days 


with “Soon after this, | removed to Sudbury, Mass., at which 
place our brother Boyden was then preaching. Previous to this, I 


‘had heard but little said upon. sanctification, and. had read still less. 
- Brother B. enjoyed the blessing, and was instant in urging it upon 


the Church. I believe that from him I heard the first: sermon that 
IT ever heard upon the subject. To me, it was a convincing one. 
immediately became convinced that this was something which I did 


not enjoy. I began to search my Bible, to converse with Christians, » 


and to pray much apoe the subject. In my Bible ihe .: Without 
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/ healed. 


/ 
holiness no man shall see the Lord ; ” and again, “ Be ye holy,’ 
&c. Many of my Christian friends exhorted me to strive to become 
holy, and the Spirit of God whispered, prayed. in secret, Thou 
art called unto holiness.” 
had, in common with many mers. the opinion, that 

this blessing was only to be enjoyed | by persons of such master minds 
as were possessed by a Wesley, a Bramwell, a Fletcher, and others. 
equally great and renowned; and had therefore, as too many are 
now doing, satisfied myself with a medium share of. enjoyiment.— 
‘When I heard brother-B. urge upon each individual member of the 

church, to seek for entire holiness of heart, and heard many of the 
brothers and sisters. tell how the Llood of Jesus as applied to their 
hearts, washed from “all sin,’ I was, as before observed, convicted, 
and cried unto the Lord in the bitterness of my soul, tomake me - ‘also, 
entirely His. My friends all took a deep interest in my case, espe- 
cially my sister-in-law, with whom I boarded; and often did she 
urge my suit at the throne of grace, and earnestly. entreat, that my 
youthful soul might be filled with the fullness of that cosyel, W wi 
so effectually saved her. But, notwithstanding all ‘the exe 
of myself and friends, my tHouble ‘of mind daily increased. Many, 
who were fellow seekers with me, stepped into the pool, ‘ai A were 
wept—! prayed—I struecled—I agonized. It seeined to 
that I must feel more pungent g grief, have sorrow for past 


coldness, before could be 


Plung'd i in the. ocean of nig love. 


‘Bat when, after many days of trial to prepare Sanciiinl the blessing, | | 


~T gave up in despair of success ; 
extremity his glorious ‘Opportunity, 
for seeret prayer. 


then it was, that God made my — 
It was at one of stated 
Never did 1 feel as 1 then felt. ~All my in- 


terests for time and e ernity, seemed to hang upon that moment. My. 
‘feelmgs became every moment more and more intense ; the earth — 
receded ; the heavens lowered ; my faith grew stronger until, at 


last, losing sight of self, and grasping with the firm ‘grasp of faith upon 
the prpmiises ‘of God, I could say—_ 


\ 


Here, Lord, give myself away, 


Tis: all that I can do,”’ | 


That. struckle sealed my victory. Ina moment, O, how ch angédt 
Love flowed into my heart like a river; every fooling and passion 


seemed changed, and in the sentiment of the poet l could cry— 


Yor ever here my rest shall 
Close to thy bleeding side.” 


My prayer was turned to praise, and ‘had T been in possession of ten 


thousand souls, should have given them all to Je SO lovely , 80 ex- 


beautiful ad he ¢ 
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forth much fruit. 


Since then I have passed through: various aan I have been 
variously circumstanced and tried ; but whenever I have put my trast 


' in the Lord, | have ever found iin a “present help.” Praise God 
' for the fullness, the frecness, and preciousness of the Gospel. I have 
not had continually the witness of my full acceptance, but most of 
the time I have been able to hold the blessing as: i Peeeiyed it, ViZe 


by simple faith in Christ. — 
[t rejoices my heart to hear of so ) many ihe have Pebeiled this 


priceless pearl; but when, O, when, will the Church be freed from 
— the very appearance of evil. ‘May God in mercy: speed the time! 


Then will cease all strife and contention. Then, and not till. then, 


will the Church be able to exert a holy and salutary influence upon — 


community ; and Christianity be. wiped of a stain which has long 
surmatized and debased her. Brethren, enlist anew in the ranks of 


C lirist, -and come up to the help of the Lord of hosts, against the 


Woburn, 


\ 
\ 


RELIGIOUS APHORISMS. 


A sense of. dependence the stace of Christ the 


‘practice of holiness, is always attended, in a truly evangelical mind, 


with a consciousness of obligation infinitely strong, to render ‘perfect 
obedience to every command of God, and of the entire practicability: 


lof rendering such obedience. The reason is tuis. While such a 


mind is fully conscious of absolute impotence in itself, it rests in the 


joyful assurance, that in Christ, there is grace full and free to keep 


every, Command. of God, and that to avail itself of that grace, is at all 
‘times and in all circumstances perfectly practicable. “T’o an individual 


under the pervading influence of such a spirit, the following declara- 


tions of Christ are presentias living and infinitely momentous realities... 
_ © Without me ye can do nothing.” “ As the branch cannot bear fruit | 


of itself “except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide 


inme.” He that abideth in me, gre Lin him, the same bringeth 


[ere we have disclosed to us the two fatal rocks upon which the 


Antinomian on the one hand, and) the’ Legalist on the othier, split. | 


From the Oberlin Evangelist, 


‘Hence he ever acts under a deep. impression of | 
_ Ane necessity of obedience to the command, “ Abide in me,” and of 
certain truth and fearful import: of the declaration, “If aman 
-abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch and is. withered ; and 
“men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” 
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| 


, emphaticall y, Jesus loves to doit! He loves to take us for his owt He loves to 
wash, us from every pollution, and make us all glorious within. I was induced to | 
write Ane following lines from those sweet and evening sae. Jesus to do it. 


The former affirms, not only our absolute impotence in ourselves 


for any thing good, but our impotence equally absolute to avail our- i 
selves of the grace of Christ for the practice of holiness. Hence: 
such a person lies perfectly powerless under the dominion of sin, 


quietly expecting to be saved by the grace of Christ an and not from 


sin. The latter, under the conviction of the self evident. truth that 


whatever is required of us we have ability to perform, overlooks the 
fact that all real ability to do what is pleasing to God, arises from the 


fact that we are able to avail ourselves of the grace of Christ for the - 
_ practice of holiness, and that obedience is practicable to us on no other 
condition. Such an individual therefore vainly attempts the practice. 


of holiness, not through faith in Christ, but by dint of personal effort. 
Hence the experience of such an individual presents a perpetual 
illustration of the declaration, “‘ without me, ye can do nothing.” 

_ Between these two rocks the evangelical s spirit, with the eye of 


faith resting continually upon Christ for ‘‘orace to help in every time 
of need,” passes peacefully onward in implicit obedience to all the 


commands of God. Brother, have you been fully introduced into 
this grand secret of holy living? Then has your “ righteousness gone 
forth as brightuors, and your salvation as a tn that burneth.” 


| 
a 


% Por the Guide to Christian Pérfection. 


| 


THE LOVE OF JESUS.. 


thought much of an of Rey. C. Fitch, in to the willing- 
ness of the adorable Redeemer to saye his people from their SINS, . He remarked 


~The blessed Jesus loves to claim 
The purchase of his blood,— 
To take us for his own, and make 
Our hearts his loved abode :— 
,  Totake away our. dross and tin,’ 
And 4 us glorious all within, 


| He loves to take the wretched dave 

From Satan's cruel grasp, 

And clothe him in@alvation’s robe— 
‘Then to his bosom clasp— _ 
And call him his beloved one, 


Redeemed and saved by grace alone, 
| 
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He loves to take the sin Bae soul 

‘From deepest depths of ruilt, | 
And wash hiuvin the 
| For his redemption spilt ; 
\ | And then, arrayed in spotless white, 
That blest one to himself anite. | 


He loves to take the stony heart 
And inelt its hardness down 
Then shape it in the mould divine, 
OF the most Holy One, } 
3 That his own impress itmay bear— 


He loves to make his ing wings 
Our covert from life's’ storms, \ 
To shield us from the tempter’s darts, 
And from earth’s luring charms: 
From all the ills that crowd our way, 


While in this vale of tears we stay. 


| 


He loves to’cheet our drooping sofis. 
| In sorrow’s dreary hour;> 

‘And whisper words of peace and love, 

| “When clouds of darkness lower, | 


Or burst 3 in torrents on our head, Le “agit 


He loves to be our “ Sun and Shield, 
| no good thing will he withho! 
If weiin him confide: | | 
O, all we want we find in this 
Bledt: source of light, and life, and blidet ./ 


l= 


he For the Guide to Christian Pe fection. 


\LETTER FROM A CORRESPONDENT, 


Dean Bretiken =e Rend you enclosed, ten dollars, fal twelve 
copies of the Guide for this year. trust the six received 
last year, Will be as seed sown in cood cround.. When I first sub- >. 
scribed for this v Wor K, I knew of none that were e earnesily seeking the 
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blessing of sanctification; but since that time, several have sought and 
found that God has power to cleanse from all unrighteousness.. There 
are many more who are groaning for full redemption, and I do hope 
that God will sanctify our church this year. | ae 
I joined the church about twelve years since, (unconverted,) on 
probation. My mother was a widow, and I the eldest of seven chil- © 
dren—a ringleader of the wicked boys where I lived. They pro- 
-phesied that I would not stand long. But I sought the Lord for. 
several months, and while on my way from New Orleans, on a 
trading voyage, the Lord, for Christ’s ‘sake, pardoned my sins. | 
shall nevér forget that glorious Christmas Eve, when | returned home, 
and told my mother and all around, what a dear Saviour I had found. 
I set up family worship immediately. My mother was not a professor, 
nor were her other children. ‘They all refused to bow before the 
I continued family worship, and in secret, in the fields and other 
places, prayed for the conversion of my mother, sisters and brothers _ 
till at length they bowed at the altar.of mercy. O how this rejoiced — 
me. It pleased God soon after to convert my mother and her other — 
_ children. One has since died in the triumphs of faith, and has gone — 
x I have been a class leader about eight years, and have frequently 
_ urged my members to seek a deeper work of grace ; and have fre- 
quently sought it myself, but not in the right way. Soon after I sub-— 
scribed for the Guide, we established a band or inquiry meeting. | 
~The Lord powerfully revived a, hungering and thirsting for full re- 
demption in the members who attended. I, being the leader, felt an 
awful weight of responsibility ; they prayed for me, and sometimes 
I thought I had almost obtained the blessing. It pleased God to 
sanctify a young minister, through the instrumentality of the Guide 
- and our meetings. Thisencouraged me. At our late camp meeting 
I was enabled to give my heart entirely to God. O how happy | 
\have been ever since! SNE 


QO, to grace how great a debtor. 
Daily I’m constrained to be ! 


_ My companion has since received the blessing. What a happy 
family we are! To-day a brother informed me that the Lord had. 
given him the blessing of perfect love. He is also a class leader, and 

I hope the Lord will keep him faithful. I feel that [ must keep my 
heart clean, and have it filled with the divine fullness, if I would — 
__ My prayer is, that God may make your Guide to Christian Per- > 
fection a great blessing to the church and the world. 


Affectionately, Wa. Harr. 
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For the “Guide to Christian Perfection. | 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER 


FROM MRS. MISSIONARY AT TAVOY, BURMAH. 


[have thought much, pf late, of the precious promises of the Bible to the Christian, 


and it seems to me we do not claim them and plead them before the throfteéf 


“grace, as it is our privilege and duty to do. Is not Christ. to us our wisdom, our 
righteousness and sanctification, as well as redemption? And are we not to balinve 
Christ will give us the victory over sin? The apostles wrote as though it was 
common for Christians to abide in Christ, be led by the Spirit, and have Christ 
dwelling by faith in their hearts. Do Christians generally understand the nature 


of their blessings ? ? And more than all, do they enjoy them? Do we feel weaned 


from this vain world? Have we submittdd our will entirely to the will of God, SO 
that Christ now lives and reigns by faith in our hearts? I have read. pothing 


scarcely of late but my Bible, and it seems to me that this i is the common blessing 


of the gospel covenant—freedom from all sin. And it seenis to me that the great 


“diffcufty i is, we have not exercised faith in Christ to convert and save us, but set 
_ about trying to save and deliver ourselves, instead of exercising faith in, Christ to. 
_ sanctify our hearts, just as we did exercise that faith for our conversion. Are we 


not just as unable to subdue sin in our hearts as we were to convert our hearts at 
first? ? And must not both the blessings: be obtained faith £ 


For the Guide to Obristan Perfection, 


Dear Brera N —The following i is an extract from a letter lately received from 
va brother in Wilkinson Co., Mississippi. ‘It was not written for publication, but I 
\ have taken the liberty to forward it to you in its epistolary form, believing so clear 


an experience cannot fail to encourage. others to. seek the same blessing. The 


camp meeting to which allusion is made, was owned of God in the conversion of 
between thirty and. forty soutas ane | is graciously refreshing the Church. 


Dotae the past year my ‘mind ‘ies been much and frequently en- 


gaved for the entire sanctification of my soul to God, a work which I | 


believe I once enjoyed, but which, through want a watchfulness, I 


_ lost. Since that time, although I have had many seasons of refreshing — 
from the presence of the Lord, I could not rest-until I had regained. 


_ that state of entire devotedness to the will of God I once enjoyed. 


Sunday afternoon, during the camp meeting, we hada sacramental 


meeting ;—address from Br. Clinton, chiefly on sanctification. I was 
much blessed In taking the memorials of the body and blood of 
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: Christ, and appeared on the. verge of obtaining the Lenin of my 


- ealled off before the sermon closed, to see a patient, apparently on 
the verge of the eternal world, I erieved the Spirit by neglecting to 


with darkness ; and ‘although I endeavored to humble myself, and 
again apply to the blood of atonement, I returned to the camp 
: ground about midnight, discouraged and cast down, in the faint hope 
of finding a meeting in whith to “seek refure. ‘They were still en- 
gaged in prayer for mourners in Br. Ls tent, and in speaking to 
them concerning my exercises of mind, I was somewhat comforted, 


toyether that we would seek the work of sanct! ification, we ob- 
tained it. But O! I feel that words cannot adequately ~delinegte the 
events of that night—a night, I believe 1 sha!l remember through the 
ages of eternity. After singing.and prayer, Br. F. became encased, 
‘and ina short time nearly all simultancousl y appeared to be engaged, 
either for the conversion or sanctification of their souls. There was 


tow 


‘zing prayer. Presently the power of God descended, and Bri ¥F, 
was enabled to rejoice in God fora present, full and free salvation 


~_ §. joined him in praising God for the same “blessing. My own mind 
during this time was earnestly engaved, but hardness seemed 10 
pervade my heart, and darkness my nind. Unbelief seemed to pre- 
vail; the more [ ptayed, the harder my heart and darker my: niind 
Y seemed to become. | My late unfaithfulness pressed -me heavily with 
‘a sense of. guilt and. unworthiness ; my body was exhausted, and often 
was I tempted to give over the strue cle; but blessed be God, I per- 
severed until I was brought to this point, oe must believe, yea, J will 
belicve, and make an entire surrender of myself.Here, Lord, take 


broke i in upon my mind ; love, joy and peace filled my soul. I broke 
have such views of the unbounded fullness and freeness of redeeminy 
might come and receive pardon, peace and purity. Every evil Ge- 


filled with love—love to God, and love to man: J was willing to be 
any thing or nothing for God—to do his holy will, whatever saeritce 
that micht require. Love of the world, love of reputation, anxiety 
about w vorldly matters and future life, were all removed, and Goda :d 
his will was all, and in all. During the night several others were 
enabled to testify of converting, restoring and sanctilying gr ace. 


- 
wt 


heart—~even the sanctific ation of - my soul, spirit and body, by the — 
blood of Christ. But O! how weak and unstable Tam. Being 


erace. It appeared an ocean without a bottom or shore, to which all 


~ speak to him on religion. | felt condemned, and my soul wasefilled — 


During this mecting, Br. I'., and sister H., and myself, covenanted 


and commenced sraising God, and exhorting others. Seon after Br. 


sire, every unholy passion was removed, and my whole sou! 


but little vocal prayer, but each seemed engaged for himself—each 
mourned and strugeled apart, and wrestled with God in earnest, ayoni- 


me as | am, and make me what thou wouldst have me be. Liwlt | 


out in strains of praise and adoration to my Redeemer. Never did 1 
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